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Weird & Wireless: Why do we still have a
land line phone?

Welcorme again to the wonderful but sometimes weird
wiorld of wireless comms, writken by Joel Young, CTO of
Digi International,

Why do we still have a traditional land line phone? In
turns out that we don't need one.

Have wou priced traditional landline telephone serndces lately? | admit this iz
something that | haven't really paid much attention to until recently,

| zaw recently, because like many out there, I've been spending time trving to figure
out how to save a few dollars,

In my houzehold of zix (counting my eldest in college), we have six cellular phones
for =ix people.

Yet for some reazon, we still have the landline based home phone which we don't
dare make a long distance call from becausze those cost extra, while "long distance"
iz included with our cellular plans,

In addition, our cellular phone uze haz become zo0 pervazive, we find it iz often more
efficient to call or send a text announcing events like dinner, then it is to scream
throughout the houze.

To complete the confezzion, | decided to look at the local landline phone bill and
compare it to what we paid in 1990 and 2000 (es, | know it iz a little weird to have
thiz data stored in the family archivesz), &nwway, in 1990, the local only charges were
S17.79 per month.

In 2000 our local charges were 536,75 and presently in late 2009 they are a whopping
542,00 per month - for the same features,

Mowe, in fairness, it iz probably not a perfect comparson becauze the 1990 bill was
from Mew Jersey Bell, the 2000 bill was from Alltel, and the 2009 bill waz from Cwest
- z0 there would be some varance by region and company,

flzo, my monthly cost for the enhanced bazic cable package (wvou know, the plan
wou get if wou don't want a cable box), went from 524,50 to 544,50 to 562,50 over the
zame perod (cable and Internet blog might be in the future...hmm).



Bowe, just in caze wou think we are complete fools, there iz a reason why we still
have a traditional landline phone from a traditional telephone operating company in
our home,

It iz because everyone knows that number - the schools, community organizations,
etc, and we like having a family number, a number that sayz the Young household
instead of a bunch of individual numbers.

Of course, there are also thoze intangible reazons like getting our name listed in the
phone book, keeping ourselves open to the plethora of telemarketing calls, and
becauze we've alwavs done it that waw, 50 given that | have come across recent
enlightenment, what should we dao?

fz it turns out, the big cell phone companies (vou know who they are) all have an
add-a-phone plan if vou already have a family account,

The terms wvary from carrer to carrier, but effectively wou can add a phone to wour
family account for an addition 52,92 per month and this amount includes voice mail
and caller id.

Im turnz out that there are two zolutions - cordless phone docking svstems for cell

phones, and landline to cellular gateways,

The gateway will make all vour existing phones be extenzionz of up to three
different cellular phones whereas the cordless phones just give vou a lot of cordless

handsets tied to one cell phone.

Either wav, wou can 2et the free Bluetooth enabled phaone from wour carder [with
contract of course) for the 59.99 and go to town, saving 530+ per month, Of course
vou need to buy the docking station for about 580,

The other nice thing i= that, when away from home, vou can take wvour home phone
with oo,
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