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In the zpint of green, there has been a lot of
talk lately about the need to unplug all thoze
unused wall-warts [alzo known as thoze little
black tranzformers that seem to be required

for most every little electraonic gadzet).

Comvention savs these wall-warts consume
zome power when they are plugged in, even if there iz no load. Tvpical itemz are
battery chargers, ete. When we stretch our analbysiz a bit, we also recoznize that
there are many electronic gadgets that remain plugzed in and consume power when
they are turned off, Typical items here are vour DWD plaver, television, etz We like
to think of theze devices az "sleeping.”

In an effort to understand thiz better, | decided to take in inventory of my own
houze and then look at the power consumption of all these little gadgzetz, | have no
idea if my house i= a tvpical houze or not, Ay inner geek, which loves electronic
thingz, iz often conflicted with mv greener zide. Hence, Il let yvou judge for
wvourself, However, | strongly suggest that before vou decide to judge, wou take an
inventory of vour own home,

In doing my anabysiz, | categorzed the devices into three categores:

1) Maked wall-wartz - these are the power supplies that are pluggzed into a socket
with nothing really attached, They are plugged in 24«7 and are only connected to
actual gadgets perhaps 10 percent of the time.

21 247 wiall-wartz - theze are the power supplies that are plugged into devices that
are OM all the time. The best example of this iz myv WiF accesz point, Hence, | only
look at the total power of the device,

3] Sleeping gadgetz - these are gadgets that use power even when they are turned
off. | like to think of them az zleeping. Example of thiz i myv computer on standby
wehich consumes about 3 watts,



Sa the rezultz are... (remember, before wou judge - inventary waur own home),

Total gadzets were 102, of which 52 fell into the naked wall-wart catezory, 24 are on
247 and 26 are zleeping.

| meazure the power usage of all these devices and added them up [qQuite a time
consuming tazk for which | received a lot of gref from the rest of mv family),

Count | Watts KWhiyr | Costiyr

Naked wall-wart 52 22 189 $19
24xT wallwart 24 145 1,272 $127
Sleeping 26 53 466 £47
[Total 102 220 1,927 $193

While every little bit counts, it turns out that the naked wallwarts really only
amount to 189 KWh per wvear, While every little bit does add up, | think I'm better off
trving to reduce the 3,600 KWh per vear used for air conditioning.
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